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SUBJECT: FISHERIES ISSUE - CONVERSATION WITH AMBASSADOR JOHNSON 

1. AMBASSADOR L. B. JOHNSON, BAHAMIAN AMBAS- 
SADOR TO U.S., IS HERE ON HOLIDAY. I HAD MY 
THIRD VISIT WITH HIM AUG 23, SPENDING OVER 

AN HOUR TALKING PRINCIPALLY ABOUT THE FISHERIES 
ISSUE. AMBASSADOR JOHNSON ASKED FOR THE MEETING. 

HE SAID HE CONSIDERED IT BETWEEN US AND THAT IT 
WAS NOT SOMETHING HE HAD BEEN ASKED TO DO BY GCOB. 

2. AMB JOHNSON MADE SEVERAL POINTS WHICH 

HAVE BEEN MADE PREVIOUSLY BY OTHERS AND PROBABLY 
BEAR REPEATING: 

(A) PUBLIC OPINION HERE IN THE BAHAMAS IS 

THAT GCOB SHOULD NOT HAVE FISHERIES AGREEMENT 
WITH ANYONE, BUT SHOULD RETAIN FISHING RIGHTS 
FOR USE OF BAHAMIANS. 

(B) FISH ARE ONE OF THEIR FEW NATURAL 
RESOURCES AND SHOULD BE CONSERVED. 

(C) PUBLICITY FROM FLORIDA FISHERMAN, 

NEWS MEDIA, ETC., ONLY STIRS UP BAHAMIAN 
PUBLIC. 

(D) GCOB HAS NO PROBLEM WITH USG. 

PROBLEM IS WITH FISHERMEN AND THEIR ORGANIZA- 
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TIONS AND REPRESENTATIVES. 

(E) GCOB IS A YOUNG GOVERNMENT STILL 
TRYING TO GET ITS HOUSE IN ORDER. 

(F) GCOB DOES NOT YET KNOW EXTENT OF 
FISHERY RESOURCES. 

(G) CUBAN GOVERNMENT AND HAITIAN GOVERN- 
MENT ALSO WANT FISHING AGREEMENT. 
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(H) GCOB CANNOT ENTER INTO AN AGREEMENT 
WITH U.S. AND THEREFORE INVITE PROBLEM FROM 
OTHER COUNTRIES. 

(I) GCOB DOES NOT CONSIDER CUBAN-AMERICANS 
IN SAME LIGHT AS AMERICAN CITIZENS, AND IF AN 
AGREEMENT WAS MADE WITH USG IT WOULD APPLY ONLY 
TO AMERICAN CITIZENS AND NOT TO CITIZENS OF 
OTHER COUNTRIES WHO ARE RESIDING IN U.S. 

3. AMB IOHNSON ONLR RE-EMPHASIZED WHAT 

I HAVE REPORTED PREVIOUSLY, AND THAT IS THAT 
REGARDLESS OF WHAT THE USG PREFERS, 

THE GCOB DOES NOT WANT TO DISCUSS A FISHING 
AGREEMENT AT THIS TIME. 

4. AMB IOHNSON AGREES WITH ME THAT 
FISHING ISSUE SHOULD NOT BE MADE PART OF ANY 
NEGOTIATION ON BASES, ETC. HE AGREED ALSO 
THAT SOONER OR LATER WE NEED TO ADDRESS OUR- 
SELVES TO THE FISHING ISSUE AND HE SAID "SOONER 
THAN LATER." 

5. 1 AM TRYING TO MAKE IT CLEAR THAT IN OUR 
OPINION HERE AT THE POST, THE INTEREST OF THE 
FLORIDA FISHERMEN WILL BEST BE SERVED BY LETTING 
THE FISHERIES ISSUE LIE DORMANT. IN SPITE OF 
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THE FACT THAT ALL OF US WOULD LIKE AN AGREEMENT, 
WE CANNOT FORCE CONVERSATION WITH THE GCOB. 

THEY DO NOT WANT TO TALK ABOUT IT. CONTINUING 
TO GIVE THE NEWS MEDIA SOMETHING TO KEEP IN THE 
FOREFRONT MAY SEEM TO INDICATE THAT CERTAIN 
REPRESENTATIVES OF THE FISHERIES GROUP ARE 
TRYING TO HELP THEIR CAUSE, BUT IN OUR IUDGEMENT 
THEY ARE DOING MORE HARM THAN GOOD. 

SCHWARTZ 
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